
impact on the success of Community Harvest in addition to their 
continued support of other hunger-relief support organizations in the 
area.  Frank Monaco, a partner with 415 Group received the award 
on behalf 415 Group and shared his passion for helping those who 
are food insecure.  “Food is such a basic need that no child, family, 
or individual should be denied.  We proudly support the efforts of 
the Akron-Canton Foodbank and Community Harvest and applaud 
them for the enormous impact they are making on hunger in our 
community.” 

The Stark County Medical Society hosts a golf outing each year with 
proceeds being donated to a local non-profit here in Stark County.  
The Stark County Medical Society, represented by Becky Bors, 
Kevin Metz, and Dr. JoAnn Krivetzky, 
walked away with the Outstanding 
Community Partner Award in 
recognition of their partnership and 
$5000 raised at their 12th Annual 
Golf Outing last year.  The SCMS has 
selected Community Harvest as the 
non-profit of choice for proceeds from 
their outing this year!  If you haven’t 
done so already, please RSVP your 
foursome.  Details follow inside.

The Deloris Cope Humanitarian 
Award is a distinguished honor 
presented to a community leader 
who has demonstrated good stew-
ardship and dedication to reducing 
hunger in Stark County.  This award 
was presented to Mafalda Niemeyer 
for her exemplary social service, volun-
teerism at Samaritan’s Table for the past 
20 years, and dedication to Community 
Harvest.  When asked about receiv-
ing this honor, Niemeyer said “the real 
thanks goes to the volunteers at Com-

Connect With Community Harvest
Phone 330.493.0800

Address 4915 Fulton Dr. NW, Unit 7, Canton, OH 44718

Email faith@communityharveststark.org
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Nearly 250 volunteers, supporters, 
food donors, and friends swayed 
and danced to the sounds of Bill 
Wharton, the “ultimate blues 
playin’, gumbo cookin’, and good 
eatin’ performer from Monticello, 
Florida” on June 3rd at Lake Cable 
Clubhouse for the Community 
Harvest annual appreciation 
party.  Attendees enjoyed delicious 

appetizers provided by Community Harvest board members, pulled 
chicken sandwiches seasoned to perfection by Winking Lizard, 
numerous side dishes, a delicious sundae bar with ice cream donated 
by Taggarts, and gumbo cooked on stage by Bill Wharton himself. 

The annual appreciation party 
included a presentation of awards to 
several key contributors who have 
made significant impacts on our 
program throughout our history and 
during the 2013-2014 calendar year.   
The Canton Legacy Branch of the 
Foresters were presented with the 
Outstanding Community Support 
Award, an award presented each 
year to a local community group or 
organization who has positively impacted the Community Harvest 
program.  More specifically, Foresters members were recognized for 

their continued volunteerism and 
support at our two major fundraisers, 
Celebrity Cuisine in April and the 
Harvest Moon Run in October.   The 
success of these two events would 
not be possible without the support 
provided by local Foresters volunteers. 

415 Group received the Outstanding 
Business Support Award in 
recognition of their tremendous 

ANNUAL DINNER WITH THE  sauce boss  A HUGE SUCCESS!

Bob Blackledge representing 
the Foresters

Frank Monaco from 415 Group
continued on page 2



             

As one of the only true cross-country and trail runs in Stark County 
each year, the Annual Harvest Moon Run course at Varian Orchards has 
become a stand-out favorite for new runners, avid runners, walkers, and 
families alike.  “This is definitely not your average 5k,” shared Course 
Director, Brian Abbey.  “Runners and walkers will climb to the second 
highest point in Stark County and will run through orchards and woods, 
providing some of the most breath-taking views of fall foliage in Stark 
County.  Our participants tell us there is nothing like it!”  

The fun doesn’t stop after participants cross the finish line.  Inflatable 
jumpers, face painting, and balloon artists in our fenced-in kid’s 
area with chaperones make it fun for the entire family. Great sound 
and music provided by DJ George Douglas, bonfires, and hot grilled 

food by Santangelo’s Catering make our post-race 
party a night to remember.  On-line registration 

is available at www.runtoyouracing.com.  Mail-
in registration forms are also available on the 
Fundraising-Events  page  of  our  website  at 
www.communityharveststark.org. 

EARLY BIB AND PACKET PICK-UP:
Friday, October 10th from 5-7 PM at the entrance 
of Varian Orchards

RACE DAY REGISTRATION AND RACE DAY 
PACKET PICK-UP:

Available at Varian Orchards on October 11th from 
3:00 - 4:30 PM * Registrations will be capped at 

1000 participants, so waiting until Race Day is not 
recommended *

munity Harvest who work tirelessly to deliver thousands 
of pounds of food each week to hot meal sites like Sa-
maritan’s Table.  The Thursday volunteers from Commu-
nity Harvest are exceptional and some of the most caring 
and kind-hearted men I have had the pleasure to meet.” 

As part of Bill 
Wharton’s two-
day trip to Can-
ton, he performed 
a special “hope 
for the hope-

less” event for Refuge of Hope the following day.  
Dawn Bowman, ROH Meal Minister Director ex-
plained, “in a most gracious gesture, Community 
Harvest selected ROH for this special treat for 
our dinner guests, making music from the Sauce 
Boss and his signature gumbo the winning recipe for a fun evening.”

The

Mafalda Niemeyer with Executive 
Director, Faith Barbato

 (L to R) Becky Bors, Kevin Metz, 
Faith Barbato, and Dr. JoAnn Krivetzky

Sauce Boss article continued...
A special thank you to 

all of our sponsors and 
contributors:

Kimble Companies
Hampton Inn & Suites of Canton

ABC Supply Co., Inc.
Thrivent Financial

Steve & Pam Porter
Lisa Richey
415 Group

Gary W. and Olivia M. Mull Avised Fund
R.T. Hampton
Winking Lizard

Darden Foundation
Taggarts

Dean & Grace Olivieri
Margarita Man
Johnny V DJ

These two soulful days of fun, food, and great music would not be possible without the support of our sponsors.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH

STARK COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 
13th Annual Golf Outing

to benefit Community Harvest 

$75/person and $300/foursome
Skyland Pines Golf Course

3550 Columbus Road NE, Canton, OH 44705

Registration is quick and easy.  Just visit our 
website at www.communityharveststark.org and 
click the Fundraising-Events Link on the top left 

corner of the home page. The mail-in 
registration form is located below the picture.

Join us for the 13th Annual SCMS Golf Outing to support Com-
munity Harvest. This 4-person scramble tees off at 12:30 PM.  All 
golfers will enjoy a shrimp and Bloody Mary hospitality station 
during registration, a pre-golf cookout for lunch, 50/50 raffle, 
complimentary gifts, free skill prizes including a hole-in-one 
contest and closest to the pin, and dinner at the clubhouse after 
golf. 

10:30 AM Range Balls, Registration, and Hospitality   
 Station provided by The Laurels
11:30 AM Cookout Lunch
12:30 PM Shotgun Start
6:30 PM Dinner at the Clubhouse

3RD ANNUAL 
HARVEST MOON RUN
Saturday, October 11, 2014
1 Mile at 4:30 PM – 5k Run and Walk at 5:00 PM



I recently had the opportunity to sit down with COMMUNITY HARVEST Historian and one of our founding members, 
Judie Cohodas.  With a huge smile during our discussion, Judie reminded me how far our mission has come since we first 
started.  Cohodas shared, “We simply started with a group of passionate and concerned citizens who recognized that at-
tacking the underlying problems of hunger in a community requires making an appreciable difference by doing something 
different, not just doing more of the same thing.  We wanted to do more than exchange resources (such as purchasing 
food).  We wanted to do something sustainable that did not require a lot of money.”  

This group of concerned citizens began their quest for a sustainable solution by focusing on the involvement of the restau-
rant and food industry and started the first Prepared and Perishable Food Rescue Program in NE Ohio, Community Har-
vest.  “It made perfect sense to us at the time and still does,” added Cohodas.  “We presented a common sense solution of 
bringing resources together that didn’t have to cost a lot of money – We began ‘linking’ healthy food from caterers, grocery 
stores, farmers, and cafeterias with community-based organizations in Stark County who use that food to feed the hungry.”  

This initial vision started with only seven food donors, two agency recipients, and roughly 8000 pounds of food being 
delivered in the first year by board members and volunteers in their own vehicles.  Community Harvest today rescues 
an average of $1.5 million in prepared and perishable food and delivers well over 1 million meals each year in a large 14’ 
refrigerated truck.  According to Cohodas, “We used to be called ‘the small non-profit who made a major impact’.  There 
is nothing small about us now except our modest budget.  With an all-volunteer board of directors, team of volunteers to 
pick-up and deliver the food each day, and a staff of only one, we have grown exponentially with only a fraction of the cost.”  

Community Harvest has continued to flourish through the strength of our volunteerism, community partnerships, and 
supporters.  As we look back at the past 25 years, there are a few key contributors that we would especially like to thank: 

Working Harder to Keep Up with Increased Demand

OUR FOOD DONORS.  
Community Harvest provides a broad and dedicated resource 
for all groups and food donors to call when they have excess 
food.  After 25 years of linking food donors with dedicated re-
sources who serve the food, we have a very good understand-
ing of all of the hot meal programs in Stark County (when 
they serve, who is available on weekends, and the types of food 
needed most). Community Harvest collaborates with food do-
nors to ensure routine deliveries according to regularly sched-
uled routes, so food is not forgotten. 

A special THANK YOU to our regular food donors.  We rec-
ognize that it can be time consuming and sometimes costly 
to package and store food according to the standards estab-
lished by the local and state departments of health.  We ap-
plaud you for your continued commitment and dedication to 
helping those less fortunate in Stark County!  Please visit the 
Regular Food Donor link on our website at www.communit-
yharveststark.org for a listing of our most current and regular 
food donors. 

25th Anniversary Recap

Through the Eyes of 
the Executive Director

OUR VOLUNTEERS.  
Quite simply, our regular volunteers are the backbone and 
heart of our mission.  Community Harvest would not exist 
without the nearly twenty volunteers who donate 4500 hours 
each year to pick-up food from roughly ninety different food 
donors and deliver to those in need throughout Stark Coun-
ty.  In spite of temperatures well below zero for several weeks, 
Community Harvest volunteers did not miss a single regular-
ly scheduled route this past winter.  With an average tenure 
exceeding nine years, Community Harvest is truly blessed to 
have one of the most dedicated team of volunteers available.  
With much appreciation, we would like to recognize our core 
volunteers: Ray Woolfenden, Joe Sterling, Dave Richey, Darrell 
Lockhart, Ron Davidson, Eddie Warner, Jimmy Simodi, Mike 
Fetterman, Paul Kramer, Rod Derbyshire, Ted Derbyshire, 
Ron Wilson, Dick Macioce, Michael Barbato, Art Shull, and 
Michael Rodriques. 



OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  
As the Executive Director of Community Harvest, 
I am so fortunate to be surrounded by an amazing 
group of dedicated Servant leaders who work so tire-
lessly to help execute our fundraisers and support our 
growing mission.  Upon reviewing the Community 
Harvest 2013-2014 year-end financials recently with 
board Treasurer, Kathy Krohn, I was not surprised to 
see the long hours and steadfast commitment of these 
board members reflected on paper.  

Prior to joining Community Harvest, I led a sales and 
management team in the staffing industry.  As the re-

cession began to unfold, I was often quoted as saying, “hope is not a strategy.  If you want 
good results, you will need to make it happen yourself.”  The same is true for non-profits 
as well.  Upon starting my journey with Community Harvest five years ago, I shared 
my desire to become less reliant on grants and local foundations for support.  I further 
explained that being fully sustainable will require us to shift this burden on to ourselves.  
Proudly, I can announce that grant and local foundation reliance has been reduced from 
52% to 9% today.  Although general donations have remained flat, the diligent efforts of 
our board members and fundraising effort accounted for nearly ¾ of the income required 
to support our program while allowing us to keep up with the growing demand for emer-
gency food. 

2014 has been a special year for Community Harvest.  As we commemorated 25 years of 
helping the hungry and those less fortunate in Stark County, we celebrated this milestone 
by delivering more food than ever before!  We accomplished this goal by implementing 
new projects throughout the year, including a “Grow Your Garden/Grow Your Hearts” 
project in May when we provided vegetable seeds and plants for community gardens to 
help us provide fresh and healthy produce for our hot meal partners.  We expanded our 
delivery routes to include most major holidays and two Saturdays each month.  And, 
we added several new fundraisers in order to absorb costs associated with our massive 
expansion.  We did all of this by maintaining a 97% service-ratio, meaning .97 cents of 
every dollar is spent doing what we do best – delivering food at no cost to those in need. 

In spite of a very busy and successful year, we cannot continue to fight hunger in Stark 
County without you.  We are still spending more money on program expenses (directly 
associated with the services we provide) and the delivery of food than what we have com-
ing in, making donations our lifeline.  Please consider making your tax deductible gift to 
Community Harvest today. 
 
We thank you for your continued support, generosity, and kindness.

Warmest Regards,
Faith Barbato, Executive Director

YES, I WANT TO HELP MAKE SURE THAT EVERY FAMILY HAS ENOUGH TO EAT.  
Please use this generous donation to expand your ability to meet the growing needs of our 

community and deliver food for our hungry neighbors.  Enclosed is my donation of: 

Please make checks payable to:
Community Harvest, Inc.
4915 Fulton Drive NW, Suite 7
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 493-0800

q $50               q $25               q $10               q Other $

WELCOME
N e w  F o o d  D o n o r

We can proudly boast that we have 

recently added Aultman Hospital to our 

generous list of restaurants, caterers, 

hospitals and food industry organizations 

contributing to our cause. Effective Au-

gust 11th, Aultman Food Services began 

distributing to Community Harvest every 

Monday and Thursday. “Serving approxi-

mately 3,200 meals a day, Aultman Food 

Services is the largest restaurant in Stark 

County,” said Elizabeth Boone, Executive 

Director of Aultman Nutrition Services. 

“We try our very best to forecast the 

needs of our customers and hate to see 

any food go to waste.” Currently, Ault-

man Food Services prepares meals for 

Aultman inpatients, as well as food for 

visitors and staff in the Breakaway Café 

(cafeteria) and Seasons Café. “We are so 

excited to be ‘feeding’ the needs of our 

community through our partnership with 

Community Harvest,” Boone said. 

For your convenience, PayPal on-line donations are also accepted on our website www.communityharveststark.org

74%
Fundraising 

Programs

17%
General
Donations

9%G
ra

n
ts

,
Food Rescue Program
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Our partnering hot meal sites and soup kitchens across Stark County are continually calling us to report a record-setting summer in terms of the num-
bers of meals served.  In June, Refuge of Hope served 7171 meals, the most ever at ROH in a month.  Samaritan’s Table also experienced record-highs 
this summer, approaching 700 meals served during a single lunch for the past several weeks!  These numbers are staggering and confirm that the need 
for emergency food dramatically increases during the summer, a time when many children are out of school and without access to free lunch programs.  

At Community Harvest, our success depends on our ability to meet the needs of the hot meal sites and soup kitchens we deliver food to at no cost, requir-
ing us to keep up with the unprecedented demand for emergency food.  We have stepped-up to this challenge by adding numerous new food donors and 
implementing a successful food waste pledge, challenging all local food industry organizations to reconsider how they can change their operations to 
recover wholesome, healthy food for human consumption. The result has been another dramatic year of program growth!  Community Harvest is now 
on pace to deliver over 100,000 MEALS A MONTH at no cost for distribution at thirty-two hot meal sites and soup kitchens throughout our community.  

Our ability to prosper during challenging times is only possible with the support of our food donors and community partners.  In spite of demand for 
food being at an all-time high in Stark County, summer is also a period when Community Har-
vest (like many local hunger-relief programs) experience what we call the “summer slump,” a pe-
riod of dramatic decline in financial donations.  As Faith Barbato clarified, “summer is a very busy 
time for people.  Kids are out of school and families are taking vacation, making hunger an issue 
that people are just not thinking about.  Thoughts of hunger begin to happen when the holidays 
and cold weather approaches.”  Fortunately, Community Harvest has received some much needed 
help from a few local partners this summer that we’d like to highlight:

Maria Byington invited Community Harvest to join Arcadia Grille for a Christmas in July event 
on Monday, July 7th, raising over $1000 to help us cover fuel costs associated with our program 
growth.

Fred Kobzowicz, owner of several Winking Lizards throughout NE Ohio, hosted a “Red, White 
and Lizards” event at his restaurant on Fulton Road to benefit Community Harvest.  This event 
featuring food and drink specials, contests, prizes, live music, and auctions was a summer smash 
with Lake Cable fireworks ending the evening in style.  Michael Barbato who volunteered that 
evening commented, “I don’t think we could have had a better evening.  The weather cooperated, 
and we had the opportunity to introduce our mission to an entire new set of community folks who 
were eager to learn more about what we do.”  Each person making a donation received a special 
25th Anniversary commemorative drink cooler.  “I saw those bright koozies everywhere,” added 
Michael.  “Everyone who attended was very generous and had a great time.”

MPW Industrial Services in Canton has selected Community Harvest to receive proceeds from 
their Annual Customer Service Golf Outing on Friday, September 12th.  Any money collected 
from their 50/50 Raffle and Mulligan sales will also help Community Harvest cover costs associ-
ated with their community garden expansion and growth.

Chef Jon Molnar Genuine Tuscany Italian and Suarez Cor-
poration Industries recently donated nearly 6000 jars of their 
specialty sauce for distribution to local hot meal sites, shelters 
and pantries. Faith Barbato recalls the delivery when it came to 
the office. “I don’t think ‘nearly 500 cases’ and ‘several palates’ of 
sauce really registered when talking to Diane Williams from Su-
arez Corporation on the phone.  Once the truck arrived, I knew 
this would be an amazing opportunity to expand our footprint 
and help even more people in Stark County.”  Barbato immediately shared the large load with 
other local hunger fighters, including Stark County Hunger Task Force, Catholic Charities Serv-
ing Portage and Stark, Perry Helping Perry, and Quest Recovery and Prevention Services.  “This 
was an amazing treat for so many of our partnering agencies in Stark County,” added Barbato. 

LOCAL COMMUNITY PARTNERS HELP FIGHT THE...

Summ Slumer p“ “

Please contact Faith Barbato at faithbarbato@sbcglobal.net or 330-493-0800 if you 
or your organization would like to host a fundraising event and/or have excess food 

from an event that you would like to donate.

23rd Annual Celebrity Cuisine
Planning has Begun...

As we wind-down our 25th Anniversary celebration, 
our thoughts naturally turn to the Tri-County Res-
taurant Association, the community partner who 
was instrumental in our inception and with us every 
step of the way!  We would like to express our sin-
cere gratitude for the 22 successful Celebrity Cui-
sine events TCRA has hosted to benefit Community 
Harvest.  It continues to be our primary source of 
income to cover program expenses and expansion.  

Celebrity Cuisine would not be possible without the 
many months of planning orchestrated by the Tri-
County Restaurant Association, the generous res-
taurant participants, celebrity chefs, sponsors, and 
nearly one hundred volunteers who work so hard 
to make this event a success. THANK YOU to ev-
eryone who attended, volunteered, and participated 
in 2014! 

Save the date of Tuesday, March 24, 2015 for the 
23rd Annual Celebrity Cuisine to benefit Community 
Harvest at the Canton Civic Center from 5:30 – 8:00 
pm. Celebrity Cuisine is “a laid back, well-priced, 
feeding frenzy” that offers attendees  unlimited ac-
cess to appetizers, entrée samples, beer, wine, and 
desserts while listening to live music and bidding on 
our silent auction.  For only $30/ticket, it continues 
to be one of the most popular and enjoyable happy 
hour events in town.  Not only have we moved the 
date earlier this year, we have a few special changes 
in store with the hope of making 2015 our best to 
date!

Save the Date for Next Year
Tuesday, March 24, 2015
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Welcome New Board Members 
This year we will move forward as an Executive Board with several new Board Members 
who bring an enormous amount of passion and energy to help us expand our mission to 
keep up with the unprecedented need for emergency food in Stark County.  Community 
Harvest welcomes our newest members, Bernadette (Bernie) Strausbaugh and Leanne 
Wicks.  Bernie is the Director of Student Activities and Commuter Services at Walsh 
University.  Walsh University places an emphasis on service learning as an important 
component of their curriculum, so Bernie was anxious to get more involved, stating 
“Community Harvest is an amazing resource for our community, and I am so excited to 
introduce Walsh students and faculty to the incredible things they do each day.”  Leanne 
has been with the Karcher Group in North Canton since 2012 as an online marketing 
strategist and has already proven herself to be a tremendous asset for Community Har-
vest by helping us launch a Facebook campaign and making several necessary improve-
ments to our website.  WELCOME BERNIE AND LEANNE! 

Saying Goodbye – In Memoriam of Rick Fetzer
Sadly, we also move forward without Rick Fetzer, a very dedicated member of the Commu-
nity Harvest family who passed away on Saturday, July 26, 2014. Rick served on the board 
of Community Harvest for many years (including President) and provided much needed 
leadership by chairing numerous projects along the way.  When talking with the former 
Executive Director of Community Harvest, Pamela Cramer-Primeau shared several fond 
memories.  “Rick had a heart of gold and would give his last penny to help someone who 
was hungry.  He was very passionate about the Community Harvest mission and actually 
purchased the signage above the door at the office during a time when Community Harvest 
was really struggling.  He was one of the most selfless people I know.”  

Community Harvest extends our sincerest sympathy to Rick’s family and friends.  
His gentle spirit, dedication, and fun-loving nature will be greatly missed. 20
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Community Harvest Staff 
& Board of Directors

Faith Barbato, Executive Director
Brian Abbey, President
Daniel Kane, Vice President
Kathy Krohn, Treasurer
Kristen Petrilla, Secretary
Todd Ascani
Todd Civiello
Judith Cohodas
Christina Furney
Maureen Kampman Tate
Jodi Luntz
Gary Mull
Dave Snyder
Stacey Spears
Linda Steinhebel
Bernie Strausbaugh
Nancy Varian
James Waters 
Leanne Wicks


